
The Crab & The Burning World

A Myth of the Great Burden
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Chapter 1: The Gathering of Shadows

Deep beneath the roots of the world, down in
the echoing caverns of the underworld where
mortals cannot walk, a terrifying silence fell. 
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The great ancient spirits had gathered for a
solemn conference. They sat on thrones of dark

stone,

3



 their faces hidden in smoke, debating the fate of
the earth above. 
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They looked at the greed and noise of the living
world and decided that a cleansing was needed. 
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The verdict was passed: they would strike a spark
and burn everything to ash.
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 Every towering tree, every rushing river, and
every living creature would be consumed.

7



Chapter 2: The Uninvited Witness

The spirits believed they were entirely alone in their judgment.
But hidden deep within the jagged cracks of the cavern floor,
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 a silent witness sat motionless in the dark. It was the
Crab. He had not been invited to the grand council, 
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but his curiosity had led him deep into the
shadows of the underworld. 
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Crawling quietly through the dust, he listened
to the terrifying sentence of the spirits. 
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His hard shell went cold as he realized that
everything he had ever known—
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the cool mud, the blue skies, and his fellow
animals—was about to perish.
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Chapter 3: The Race to the Surface

When the final decree was spoken, the spirits raised their hands
to release the great inferno. 
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The Crab did not cry out, and he did not waste time
trying to warn the other animals, 
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knowing they would never believe a humble
creature of the mud. 
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Instead, he turned and scuttled upward with a
speed he had never possessed before. 
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Click to read more
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